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To the Right Worſhipfull 
SrPHILIP HARCOURT Kt. 
Of 8tamton-Harcowrt, in the 

County of Oxford. 


SIR 


IV obedience to Your Commands (for 
Rl [uh to me are your requeſts) and 
FM that 1 might give a publike teſtims- 
wy of my gratitude for all your Fa- 
Sj vours, and bounty towards me , 1 
bavePreſſed the enſuing Sermon for Tour Service, 
& prefixt Your Name,as having the greateſt right 
thereto. 

Tis the fiff Sermon , of this kind, that ever I 
made, and 4 hope 'rwn#! bethe laft on ſo ſad anoc- 
cafion, T arknowledge that not long before , «t the 
intredt y Anti tears F 5 Orphans , And the 
imporeunity of their Friends, 1 (having, God is my 
witneſs wo other end then charity , to ſave the dr- 
frrefſed Orphans charges, and Bury their dead Fa- 
ther decently) Preached at his Funeral, a Sermon 
made long before upon another orcaſion, This inno- 
cent aft, ſome have endgavonred to aſperſe, pre- 
tending ( as you have heard ) that ſome Men of 

A 2 


worth 


Toe Epiſtle Dedicatory, 

worth and note , have highly cenſured me for it. 
Which I cannot believe ; "tis below their worth to 
wrong jopen 1nnocence. Indeed we rtad of a man of 
a great Name ( Alexander) that wronged Sc Paul; 
but of no worth, he was a Copper-ſmith. 1 camot 
think men of worth , let their names be never [0 
great, will take up here the Tinkers office , 'tis too 
ſmutty for them, - hy 

Str, the (pare lies here ; Your pitching upon ſo 
worthleſſe ani inconfiderable a perſon as my ſelf, 
for ſuch honourable inployment as this , has begot 
a heart-burmng in ſome narrow breaſted perſons, 


which breakes out into = hind of groundleſs 


aſper ſions : as if 1 affefled popularity, and Phariſee 
like deſired to be ſeen and ' 4 n cdbed; where - 


as(the Lord knowes ) I no more delight in it , then 
the def:rmed Cripple , to be ſeen on a Theatre, Had 
I ought this honour, ſo much grudg'd me , 1 ac- 
knowledge I had juftly deſery'd the cenſure of be- 
ing arrogant: bad I deny'd you, who , that knowes 
-y oblig ations, could accyſe me of leſſe then bigh 
ingratitude ? 1 am confident, perſons of farre hig 
worth were invuted firſt to this noble task, and tis 
ur unhappneſs we injoy'd them not ; their high 
parts wo a farre better have become this Scene : 
but, but let me ſay, none could have more pather;- 
cally performed the part of a mourner then my ſelf. 
Many might heve done it with * _— shill and 


parts, but none with ſtronger affettion. 5 
ir 


The Epiſtle Dedicarory. 

Sir what I here have brought, is ſo mean , that 
with greif and bluſ} ing / preſent it. 1 know your 
goodneſs will bate it ſomething , upon the ſcore of 
grief, that ſtupefyes,and at that time | was over- 
whelmed with, Tow muſt expett nothing that*s flo- 
rid either 1m Sermon or enſuing Speech. 

Non eſt conveniens luctibus 1lle color. 

I preſume you'l find tr#th plain and pertinent 1n 
them both.The laſt is juſtly culpable, non.inregard 
of what 15, but what 1s not (that onght to be) ſaid : 
All there 1s generally known to be truth ; but that 
All, amounts net to Half of whats due to Hey you 
1uſtly loved ſo dearly. However , knowing that your 

ſty had rather [ erred onthis , they the other 
extreme ; and preſuming your generoſity will cour- 
teomſly accept of weak things well meant; I bumbly 
put my ſelf at your feet, and this poore thing into 
your band , and begge nothing but your pardon for 
it : Doe Tour Self, and it that r1ght , in reading it 
45 to agnoſcere quod Dei eſt , and voxchſafe ihe 
cA uthoxr the favour as to ignoſcere quod homi- 
nis eſt , ſo will you eternally oblige 


vir | 
Your moſt humbly 
devored Servant 


8. Hall. 


ES [x] " 
_ Ezekiel 24. v. 16, 


Son of man,behold,I take away the defire 
of thine eyes with a ſiroak, 


His Sable Sceane beſpeakes our ſorrow 

and has drawn us hither, as you fee, 

to tread the mournfull Rage this;day 
in a drooping Rarelineſs, whether we are come 
to pay the latt kifles of an honourable farewell, 
in a tribure of rears, juſtly due to the Herſe of 
the Lady eANN HARCOURT, 

For this end , 1 have choſen this appohte 
Text, which when I have repeared, I may cloſe 
my book, fit doivn in ſorrow, and in tears take 
up our Saviours words and ſay , this day is this 
Scripture fulfilled iz your eres, 

Ic ſounds like thunder in all our eares , and 
like a thunder bolt thrown from che hand of the 
Almighty , ſeemes to ſhiver that foul of her 
nearett relation , who erit while was. giving 1t 
up to her, that She might live. 

But that muſt noc be, Heaven's decree. mult 
be as well obey'd as fear'd, which ſpeaks _ 

| ay 


NI I eh» opened 


| (2) 
day, as it did to this holy man of God here in 
my text 3 Son of man behold 1 take away the de- 
ſrre of thine eyes with a ſtroak. | | 
- The Text is a forrowfull and unexpe&ed,bur 
peremptory meflage from Go9 to the Prophet. 

In it we may obſerve , the Agezt, and the 
Patients, The Agent,God.The Patients are, 1 the 
Prophet the looter, and the Perſon loſt his Wife. 
Bur we ſhall take the words as they fall,» here- 
in there are theſe Five things obſervable. 1. 
The Title given tothe Prophet Son of man, 2. 
His duty 1njoyned him, imply'd in the word 
behold. 7. The Authour of this , 1. 4. The 
ſad meſſage exprelt rake away the deſire of thine 
eyes. 5. The manner how, with a firoak, Of 
theſe I ſhall breifly rouch in their order. 

1, Of the Ticle given to this eminent ſer- 
vant of God, Son of may, in the Hebrew ris 
ben Adam. Adam, was the name of the firlt 
man, the farher of mankind , and he had his 
name from red earth , out of which he was 
formed. This Name, though it be com- 
mon to hs polterity , yer fGince the fall, the 
Scripture uſerth thereby to denote the weaknels 
or the wickedneſs of man, as Fob 25.6. Buldad 
yles ben Adam, a worme, 1.e. a weak in- 
conhiderable creature,non ſoluys quia ſicur verms 
ex corruptione naſcitur ; ſed quia abibit tanders 
'n vermes, Pineda.ex Philip. A creature of ne 

continuance 


(37 


continuance, or ſtabiliry , wormes mente. In 
1 $am.26.19. there, be» Adam, fhenifies a wick- 
ed man : If they be Children of men that have 
ftir'd thee np againſt me , Curſed be they : there 
bene Adam hgnifies wicked men, the incendia- 
ries of a King againſt his loyal ſubje&s are 
wicked men , and deſerve to be accurſed. Like- 
wiſe in Pſ.57. 4. my ſoul 15 amongſt Lyons , even 
the ſons of men, 1.e. wicked men. 

The Hebrew language wants not words to ſer 
forch a man of worth ; they fiyle him ſh, from 
eſh,Fyre,imporring Life, Spirit, and Vigor inhi 
P[. 49. 2. We find both heremem men, and 
men of worth ſer down under a various expreſ- 
fion : gam bent oA dam gam bene iſh; which our 
Englith for want of fir words have in our lan- 
guage rendred both high and low , bur learned 
Tremel;us more aptly in the Latine , tum nats 
plebeo homine, tum nati preFt ants wire. Afrer the 
{me manner the Grectans diſtinguiſh of men; 
they call the vulgar ;men by the name dylpownm: 
which comes med 3 dre afgeir & ſwſpiciends 
furſum. 1.e, he looks upward for help , being 
helplefle in himſelf, but men of worth and qua- 
liry, they called «»#pis becauſe aro; vitru- 
ous. We find both theſe in. Herodotus ſpeak- 
ing thus , max\br per bvieanr inyer It 49 gts. 
There are {ſairh he) many men, bur few virtu- 
ous magnanimous men in the world, | > 

ut 


(4) | 

But can there no berter title be found for 
Ezekiel, then ben Adaw, which is a diminitive 
ritle at the beſt ? His Name, Birth, worth, and 
Parts beſpeak him great ; his Name,ſaies Origen 
and Hierom,Fgnifies Des imperiums, ſeu fortitudi- 
»em Des,and ſuch as his name was,/fuch was he, 
firengrhned by God, and mighty wich him; his 
Birch was Honourable, and his Parts, and Piery 
anſierable to his birth ; St. Hierom on Exch, 
C. 47+ calls him for his profound parts, Scriptu- 
rarum Occanumi myſterioruns Labyrinthum, & 
in another place , ſ#: ſecul; portemtum, Epipha- 
mus and Adricomins ſay he was an eminent 
Martyr : Certainly with men , he was great ; 
but-now God comes to ſpeak to him, he'l make 
him know that he is but m4 Adams,a poor,weak, 
helpleſs, inconciderable creature,full of ſin,and 
imperfetion, 

Obf. x, When God comes to deal with-men 
of high degree, and eminent parts , He'l make 
them know they are bur loiv, worrhleſs, meane 
and helpleſs creatures. 

Great men in Learning , are apt to :dolize 
their gifts and indowments; they, for the mott 
part, fit. without the gunſhot of controll ; few 
dare ſay ro them ,-what dolt rhou? they have 
more flarterers then friends, who, as ſurors for 
their favour, by rheir | Rp. 26pm yo 
like magnifying glafles before chem, and wel 

caem 


(5) 

chem ſeem bigger then rhey are. Thus He. 
rods eloquence mult be excold to the skies , and 
he deified. A Scholer that by his parts has goc 
che popular applauſe, how Rrangely, oft times, 
maywe obſerve him to be d up,, how he 
tares ir, and ſtruts it in his fancy, thinking rhe 
heads of his betters , ſcarce ground good e- 
nough for him to pur the fole of his foot, upon. 
Tis nor only ſo, with men of great guifts , bur 
araces alſo ; which made our learned and re- 
ligious Fox ſay, he got hurt by his graces , and 
good by his fins, His graces puffed him u 


Thus alfotis wich men of grear Wealth, as 
Solomon obſerves, the rich mans wealth is his 


{trong city, which he oppoſerh to any right or 
reaſon ; it exalts them 1n cheir thoughts and 
words; might, and power, and honour, and ma- 
jeſty,is the common diale& they diſcourſe in. 
Dan.4. 30. 15 not this great Babylon that 1 bave 
built by the might of my power and for the honaur 
of my majeſty, Hence 1t comes to paſs, that 
rhey quite forget themſelves ; and now God 
comes as their remembrancer, 

Fob was a man eminent in guitts and graces, 
and fo highly confidenc he was of them, that in 
the end of his laſt defence Jeb 31. he challeng- 
eth God to come forth againſt him: and 1p £39. 
God comes forth ro coole rhe courage and pull 
_ down the \ confidence of Fob 3 now you find Job 


chap. 


ſi 


(6) 
chap. 2 4. 6.alter'd of a ſudden. He that ſhone 
in his inregrity before, like rhe Sun ; when de- 
vine brightneſs appeares, noiv goes outghe ſhri- 
vels himſelf now to nothing, and creeps into 
the duſt again from whence he came. * / abhorr 
my ſelf in duſt and aſhes, 

* Nibil me faecio- Chriſoſt. Verbum originale fignificat 
nauſeare, reprobare, cum faſtidio abjicere. Pined.in loc. 
Thus doth God , when, he comes to deal 
with men of great power and wealth, he hum- 
bles them,he makes them know themſelves. * © 
he dealt wich that lofry King Nebwehadnezar, 
he made him know that all his honour and 
wealth and power , was not in his o:vn keeping, 
and he makes him confeſs ir. 
Adnaveran , S* Hierom obſerves in his He- 
cum ut Deam, DIV queſtions on 2 ( bron. 24. 17- 
GE acquievit that King Foaſh being exalred to 
eorum obſequi. the Throne, became ſo proud, that 
bs delinitu5,ut he permitted himſelf ro be wor- 
ſe ut Dew 4 
col _permitte= ſhiped as God. And (aſſian ob- 
ret, Hierom. ſerves,that God puniſh'd him with 
ſuch loathſome diſeaſes thar all his 
freinds forſook him , and God did it , ſaith he, 
Inftit. ib. 16. Cap. 21, Ht carms 1g nomenoſa con- 
ragio patefaceret immunditiam cordis ejus oconl- 
ram, quam ſuperbie mals Contraxerat , AC mant- 
feſta pollutrone corports probavetur m—_—_ , out 
elatione ſpirits fatlum ſe non ſentie To 


(7)) 


dum ; that the ignominious contagion | of his 
fleſh , mighr open rhe ſecrer uncleaneſs of his 
hearr,which by the evil of pride he had gotten, 
and by the manifeſt polution of his body, he 
mihgr be prov'd impure,who by the pride of his 
hearr did nor perceive himſelf to be capable gof 
polution. When great men wil make chemſelves 
Gods, God will make them know they are but 
a lye, they are bene Adam, gods of red earth,. 
and unto that thetr godſhips muſt return : And 
when God comes to fit amongſt theſe 'gods , 
he't make rhem know ſo much. Pſal.82. 1 have 
ſaid ye. are Gods , but ye ſhall dye like men, 
This ſhould reach men of great guifts and 
graces, and thoſe of highplace and eminency, 
to carry themſelves humbly, remembring_ al- 
ways that ther's one higher than They, that al- 
ways eyes them. He is no-reſpeRor of per- 
ſons , he hates pride in-great men as much 
as in men of low degree , and when he 
comes to deale with the Mighty Monarches of 
the earth, be') make them confeſs as Neb«- 
chadnezar Jid , that thoſe that walke proudly, 
he is able to debaſe them z He'l nor ſpare any 
be they never ſo neare or deare to him. - The 
bleſſed Virgin herſelfe rhe Mother of our Lord, 
if She meddle with things ro high for: her , 


- though Chriſt as man be her Obedient' Son , 


yet as God he will ſharply rebuke her, 2 Fob. 
4+ 


(8) 

4. Woman what have i to doe with thee ? theſe 
words ( whatever the Papilts and ſome other 
fay ) are Oy ws = the Fathers to be a 
IS arp . 'Tis vox indignatio- 
*_ my ſays Athanaſins and Chryſeſt. 
Chryſolt. Hom. © vox reprebenſroms , ſays Au- 
4.inide. Aug. youſtine: *ris vox repulſe, ſays tre- 
ny ng) news . T1 conclude this then 
ame” * wirk: the words of the Pſalmilt , 
bleſſed is he that fearcth always. ; 
"Tis the ſafelt way for great men in gifts and 
efrinency to walk 11/a-reverennal feare , and 

holy awe of him who's higher chan they. 

] paſs from rhe arte given to the Propher 
to the duty injoyned hum. 

2. Behold, MN hinne God was now about 
tobting- the dreadfulleſt National judgment 
that ever befell Judah.The Temple of Solomox, 
the Arke of the Covenant , rogether with the 
Ciry and wrs/glory, are now to be taken away 
_ from them, which'\was rhe delight of cheic 
eyes,” afid the crown of their glory. And as a 
cercain'and infallible figne of chis, God will 
by a tfudden and hearr cutring Rroake up- 
on' the Prophers famil y make thar the type 
of it; and therefore the Lord injoynes the Pro- 
phet here to beholdiir. | 

"'Bebd4; 11 implyes attention joyned wich 
treinbling' & wonder, And then, behold,ſo as 


certainly 


(9) 
rainly to'be affured of what I am about to-doe: 
ſo much rhe word in Scripture carryes 1n it, 

2, Obſ.. God's ſevere judgments upon-a 
family or nation call for our moſt ſerious arren- 
tion. This is that God looks for from his 
people when he afflias rhem, ſay. 22.12,13: 
at pp nes Lord by 1 Yoo" _ 

wee monrmupy and guird 
Uaars.er This the ” on $a raktifed v 
Pſ. 119. 120, my fleſh remblath for fear of thee, 
and 1 am afraid of thy judgments, If the Lyon 
roare the beaſts of the forreft cremble, and ſhall 
not the —_ dares a when the —_ 
thunders out with his judgments upon them? 

"Tis fenſleſs Rupidiry , madneſs, and folly 
ro be ſmitten by God inour Perſons, relations, 
or fatnilies and not to feel it, not rogrievefor 
it, not bewaile ir. 

He that thinks to gain the name of valianc 
by a Rturdy oucfating his greif under the affi- 
ing hand of God , is quite miſtaken , for-he 
ſhall but gain amongſt the wiſe the name: of 
frantick and' foolhardy mad-man ; ſo ſays Sr. 
eAugaſtine, G lonratur de virvb us propria volun- 
tatis ranguans de flupore morbi, non de roboye fa- 
muatis, wnſania oft ita gloriatio , non oft patien- 
ne ſed "dementia , Auguſt. de patient. cap. 
2 3.Hear how the Prophet Ferem«b complains 
of ſuch, cap. 5. verſe 3. Ti he rtamey an 
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but they have not ſorrexed, hephamainabale 
faces harder than a ftone, there is noftone ſo 
hard _ che hammer will break it , bur God's 
hammer of atfliStion did not break thems Mes 

{more che -rock: and ir guſhed out water; 

God-ſmics the hard harted ſinners in their 
relations, eſtates ; and no penitential waters 
flow from then ;-cheſe are ſuch deſperate fin- 
ners, that they ſeem to be paſt hope of recove- 
ry; there is as much hagpat aclod of earth ro 
be made rational as-theſe to be reclaimed , and 
the-ſame Prophet infinuares as much, 22, Jer, 
30:when he leves ſenſleis finners and cries out, 
oearth,carth, earth, hear the word of the Lord , 
whats the word 2. by write this man childleſs, 
4 man that (hall not proſper; he is rather an in- 
animareclod ,than a man hat takes not to heart 
ſuch judgments; yer ſuch ſtocks there are that 
aretwice dead', the t conſciences being ſeared 
with hor irons of hell; mark the doome of ſuch 
deſperate contemners of God's judgments ; 
ſince” God intended them as inſtruments of 
cheir Ad of and PONY them, "uw Iſay 
I3; WONT ENG Weep! "g t Was 
jo and laduels, Japig of Oxen, and bling of 
, + 53% La drinking wine ,, let 83 eate 

drink, for 10 Wor yow wee ſhall. dye. ' Surely 
this ©, Gar hee ſhall net be pur as Sym taea 
| - wa & 
SE cath, oh 
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| objett God in the world hath given him ; »#b:4 


| | (<2: } 
'-" Oh beloved rake heed how you carry your 
ſelves under” the hand of God afflifting you. 
'Behold%it with ſuch ſerious medication of 
| the goodneſs and ſeveriry of God , as that 
/ir may raiſe up ſurable affe&ions in you, Row. 
12, 22, Fye his ſeverity with ſubmiſſion, 
fear and rrembling; eye his goodneſs with ado- 
[ration and thankfulneſs. Behold them ſo as to 
'bewaile "them , chiefly che cauſe of them. 
[Though fooles may make light of ſuch dole- 
ful diſpenſations , yet the prudent will lay them 
to heart, Amos 3.6. ; 

Bur -whiat-43 it ; che Propher is injoyned'to 
behold ? i 

This leads me to: the: Third thing ob- 
ſervableinthe Text ; which is the obje&t mar- 
ter of the-injun&tion ,which is: 

The Judgment expreſt, with the Author and 
'the Mannerof. it: we cannor ſeperate them. 

The Agent, is the Lord, 1, the Soveraign of 
the vniverſe: The Judgment expreſs'd , is, 
take away the deſire of thine eJes :; 1phe manner 
hoy, with a ſtroak, . 
'_ The defire of thine eyes, 1e' omit the various = 
readings. of the, phraſe., fince they all agree in 
'the ſenſe; .The ge/wre of thine-eyes , is thy Wife, 
'2. wife being to.every. virtuous man the og 
of his eyes , rhe only amiable and delightful 
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(12 ) 
emms (ſ1ies Hieroms on the place) wire, vxovre bo- 
"a amabilius,que a Deo bomin pr ovidetur. 
. She mighc be the dehire of his eyes,as a beau- 
eiful perſon; and withouc tnne, fince by inftin& 
of nature all men owe a kind of homage to it; 


| beauty being the guifr of God, as beathens and 


Chriſtians grant ;. * hac tua ſunt, domine, bona 
ſunt, quia tu bongs iſta creaſti, *Tis the bouts 
riful advantage of divine creation ſays Tertwl- 
tian, and the comely o:nament of rhe Soul; 'ris 
to. the gracious Soul as a rich enamel to a 
choile jewel. 

, * Forma dei donum, Ovid. de Am. Aug. de civ. Dei /. 
1$«<p, 28, Tunrtul. de cultu Fam. 

As ſhewas( which in charity we may juds, 
being a Prophers wite ) a gracious Woman , | 
ſhe mighr be the defire of his eye, and joy of | 
his heatr. _ Or merely as ſhe was his Wife, ſhe 
mighr juſtly be the cetire of his eyes, 1 Cor. 
11, 7. St. Paul (ays, the Woman 1s the glory of 
the man. How his glory ? That he ſhould be 
the head of a cre:ture equal to him , in under- | 


| r ſhe might well be, as hus 
Wife, the deſice of his eyes, 
Well, 


| (113) 

Welt , be ſhe fo ro him, however, God'is 
now about to take her aWay , but how ? by 4 
ftroahe , morte repentina, ſuddenly, ſorne think 
by che plague, but chats uncerraine , che- word 
being of general uſe for all rhe Plagues i Be 
BYpe- However twas ſuddainly, for ver/. 18; 

e preacht inthe morning tothe people , and 
ſhe dyed in the afer-noone. 

Now ly all this together', and What a 
{ad face of ſorrow will hete appeare ? Thar (he 
who was his Wife, and the bolome Friend, the 
Cabiner of his heart , where he ſafely layd up 
all hisfecrets, his Comforrer 11 foriow, his 
Phyſician in tickne(s , his loving md pleaſant 
Friend in proſperity, and his ſure and rtruity 
Friend in adverfiry : Thar ſhe ſhould ſudden 
ly , unexpeR&edly, be raken from him 5 That 
ſhe who laſt nighr layd her lovely face in his 
boſome , and with her lovingarmes embraced 
him , ſhould this night lay them 1n che grave ; 
W har can we gather hence? will frwr be found 
upon ſuch thorns as theſe? Yes, from theſe 
thotns we may garher theſe grapes. 

3. Obſ. Thar rhe choiſelt comforts and rhe 
deareſt ifployments of chis life are uncerraine 
and murable. | 

And then for the circumitatietal ag- 
avation” of this fligion , 'tis on a ſud- 
en, md the Propher is'cal'd upon. to- attend”. 
Who would not have gladly ſhut his eyes, and 
B 2 Ropr 


( 14 ) | | 
ſKopr his cares at this ? bur 'ris otherwiſe, the - 
Propher 1s call'd as *rwere to (tand at the block 
while the fatal blow is ſtruck , he muſt behold 
it; che man neareſt concern'd , muſt be 
the chief ſpectator. 

4. Obſ. Thar God oft times exerciſeth 
his choiſe and eminent Servants with moſt 
ſharp and ſore temporal lofles and afflitions. 

Laſtly, As this affliction was a type of fu- 
cure. jud2ments to come upon the nation ob- 
ſerve, 

5-O6/. That many times ſharp affliions on 
the godly are certain preſages of the wickeds 
judgment at hand. ve retun tothe 3d Ob/. 

3. Obſ. Thar the choiſeſt Saints of God 
can call none of theſe earthly enjoyments cer- 
. tain good things : (od can take them away by 
4 ſtreak, they are murable. Riches are God's 
bleſſings, bur rhey make them ſelves \ings and 
fly away as wel from Saincs as Sinners, as well 
from Job as Nebnchadnezar. He that to day 
had his table ſpread with dainties , that could 
wath his footlteps in butter , to morrow may 
have none to put in his belly. This word , 
take away, ſpoiles all. If God the great houſ- 

rof the world ſay, take away , before we 

have halfe ſatisfied our ſelves, the full rable is 

ly voided , and then ( as Huge Vitor, 

in Pſal, 24. ) dum guſts appetitums provecant , 
mT, 
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tranſfitu deſiderium fraudant. Whiles they pro- 
voke the appetite to taſt of them, they deceive 
the defire 1n their ſudden deparcure. 

A good wite is a great bleſſing and guifr of 
God, bur they we ſee are uncertain tos 

Faithtul Abraham's Sara the wite of his bo- 
ſome dyes away from him. And holy Jacob's 
Rachel,beauriful,and beft beloved Rachel,fruit- 
ful Rachel, this fruicful tree is cut down in the 
time of fruit bearing. 

A good name 1s the greateſt of temporall 
bleſſings ; Chriſt had-ir moſt deſervingly, yer 
he could not keep it; they counted him « wze* 
bibber, 4 friend to Publicans and Sixners, They 
layd to his charge two of the higeſt crimes a- 
oainſt firſt and ſecond table; blaſphemy, and u- 
ſurpation.. They accounted of him bur as a 


Magician,on that wrought by the Divels help. 


Our time of living here , *cis the choiſeſt 
callent tha we have, upon ic depends our eter. 
nal woe or welfare. Life,it is that which gives 
the main injoyment to all the comforts we 

ffleſs. Who can define it ? che beſt defin'd ic 
that did nor define it , that ſayd, *cwas neſcio 
wid , a certain ſieer thing I know not what , 
cis beyond all paralel ; yer ſee whar the Scri- 
peure ſays of its uncertainty; 'tis to 
graſs, to the flower of the field,rhar is ſubje& 
co be caren up by Catcel,. or crodden down, or 
B 3 gathered 
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gathered by the Paſſenger. If ir ourſtand theſe, 
ere long it bloſloms , withers, and dyes; 
ſuch is our life, in our belt eſtare we are alroge- 
ther vanity , becauſe uncertain and mucable, 
Pal. 39. 5: therefore Solomon in Prov, 31. 8, 
calls the Sons of men , bene halopb children of 


chang 
Fob compares our life to a Poft, a Ship, and 
an Eagle ba#ting to hex prey.Obſerve the climax: 
a Poſt makes haſt, ftays nor , rides night 
and day ; bur hewill arlaſttyre , and then 
he muſt ly down : therefore he takes up 
2 fronger compariſon, and compares our life to 
a Ship ſayling,that ryres not:bur wind'and ryde 
may faile and then ſhe ſtands (lil ; rherefore 
he compares our life to an Eagle , ſharp (er in 
purſuing her prey. An Eagle 1s rhe ſwifrett and 
ſtrongett of long wing'd Hawkes , 'whar flyes 
Rronger and ſwifter than ſhe?Such is our time 
here,ir flyes away upon a fvife wing,and death 
when it makes a ttoop at us maks no tanceleire. 
"Well then, fy-e all our earchly injoyments 


are of no certair; continuance , lers learn hence 


theſe rhree lefſans. * 

Be not vainly confident in Pn of 
them 3 'tis a vanity in'a great - onto _ 
firens preſumprions' upen worldly” props rhat 
LG ektTg a weak;the Pſatmitiexcellently 
tmes their hearts ourward,Pſ. 4g; # rithar the 
WEANY | polteritics 
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ities ro come may decline that vanity ; 
he ſpeaks of worldly rich men , and tels you 
their purpoſes, thoughts and deſignes; God tas 
bleſt chem with ettates and proſperity; and now 
their inward thought 1s that their houſes ſb all 
Cont inge for ever ; doe they think to live for e- 
ver ? no, bur they intend their polteriry' ſhall 
live for ever , and keep up the Rate and gran- 
dure of the family , rnetefore they ca/l therr 
houſes after their name, ſ1ys he; they rhink,now 
God has bleſt chem wich a numerous oft-ſpring, 
that nodeſa quadamy etermtate-, their name ſhall 
be _—_— for ever: but what ſrys the Pſalmft, 
this their way i,e.their contrivance,:s their folly, 
verſ, 13 : tobuild ſuch high pretjumprions on 
ſuch rotren props is their folly: and they findir 
ſo, for in the next words;fays he, they got down 
to hell like (beep, and death feeds on them + HoW 
like ſheep ? why,like as filly ſheep in'# Fat pa- 
ſure, feed and play, and fear nothing , though 
the Burcher come and fetch'away , now: one, 
then an other ; which Rartles them for thepre- 
ſenc, bur that being over, they fall rofeeFand 
play gin, until the Butcher by little and little 
fetch them all away at laſt. So doe theſe world. 
ly Cn men, who are'fed to the full,and 
ave enough to k grenneſs ro poligrity , 
who ſecurely;wenrcady age mores irin 
their choughrs rhar they ſhall continue for e- 
ver;find death like a Slaughterman ever and a- 
B 4 none . 
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anon come among(t them , now taking a daugh- 
rer, then a —_— a wife , 'till a all che 
props they trulted in be caken quice away, How 
oft.doe we (ce it come thus to paſs, that many 
oreat families are. quite taken away from their 
great eſtares ( like ſheep out of a fat paſture ) 
and the eſtate paſles into an other name and fa- 
mily.I will conclude this with that wile King's 
counſel, Pr.27. 1.Boaſt not thy ſelfe of to morrow, 
for thou knoweſt not what a day may bring forth, 
The word ba/al hgnifying to boalt,hgmihies al- 

ſo to be madd. - q.. d. *'tis madneſs and 

folly in men of wealth and greatneſs,to think to 
build their nefis among the Stars, . when they 
are not ſure of injoying any thing they have a 

whole day. The family of E/, which was the 
greateſt - in Iſrael in the morning, its props 

were cut down ere night, and the relt deliin d 

to perpetual beggery ; And Fob liy d to ſee 
-himſelfe in one day f{tript of all chat he could 
.call. good in this world. The Chaldee there- 
fore reads the rext thus , for thow knoweſt n11 
what this day may bring forth . Thar day that 
Belſhazar was priding, himſelfe in his great- 
neſs, he fell. Let me ſpeak then co/you rich and 
great men in the Apoſtles word,, Charge the 
rich ip this world: that chey be not high mind- 
ed, nor crutt in uncerrain riches, [The more 
confident youarezthe leſs ſecure ,, eſpectally 1f 
you-belong to God, | qualibet elario trite C111ns 
| | Tumpeinr, 
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| rumpitur , | quants emplins inflatur. Greg, Ep. 


2. Moderare your tons to the 
world , and the things of the world. You are 
certain of nething but this , that you have 
not long time in them. We are no free- 
holders here, ar molt bur renenrs at will. You 
chat are great Lords of Lands you may ſer for 
three lives : but you your ſelves have bur one 
in your eftares;, and that 'a ſhort uncertaire 
one. Obſerve rhe inference, Paul draws from 
chis, the time 1s ſhort, 1 Cor, 7. 29. What 
then ? nor, Let us eate and drink, for to mor- 
row we ſhall dye ; bur, Ler 'them thar have 
Wives be as if they had:none', and they that 
weep, as if they wept not, and chey that re- 
joyce , as if they rejoyeed not, and they that 
buy , - asif they poſſeſſed” not , and they that 
uſe this world as nor abufing it, for the faſhion 


_ of this world paſſerh away. 


Therime 1s ſhorr,for ſo much as remaines of 
it to be folded up; fo learned Beza and Paresns 
readit,making no comma in the words; ' © xe + 
es oupieunulves r3 noumdy Yor, Beza fo 
reads 1tfrom the aurhoriry of many ancient £co- 
pies. Paress faith , the Apolile uſerh here a 
metaphor taken trom ſayles ( qu# cxm navis 
prope portam eft , contrahi ſolem. When-the 
Ship comes neare her port, the Saylots take in 
the main ſayles , leave only one ſmall one a- 
broad then. ) So that the meaning ſeems ro 
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be this, that eime' which hath for. 5000 yeares 
been furling up ,'is now drawn into a narrow 
compaſs , the end isachind, weare entring 
the haven of erernicy: if time be (hore,then all 
the things that depend upon ir are ſhbrr : if 
time it ſelfe ſhall be no more, after a few dayes, 
then allcheſe things we in;oy muſt be no more: 
Then'cis high time to moderare your affe&tions 
towards houſes, lands, children, wives, and e- 
very thing you poſleſs , for they are nor to be 
yours after a feiv dayes ; uſe the world as a 
Pilgrim his Inn, ſaich eAuguftinrraft, 40. 1n 
Fohan, Kiere nnndo quemadmodum wiator in 
ſtabuls; utitur menſa,calice urees dimifſurus no» 
prrmanſurus: and the Argument in the cloſe of 
the Apoliles words is cogent;For the faſhion of 
this world paſſerh away , ##gdyu yep r3 oy1- 
pe; the pageantry, the ſhew , che things of this 
world are bur mere outhide things ; like a pa- 
gent, 'gold withour and paſtboard within; 
and chen,they paſs by as a ſhew that goes along 
_ the-ftreers : irs ſoon gone, 1he heathen could 
ſay of worldly things, hoc wnum ſcio omma moy- 
talinm opera mortalitate damnata: inter peritura, 
vivimasrSen, Ep.91.0h beloved,think oft with 
yourſelvs what it-ts you ſo dore on,you ſs love, 
ſo nfartably chirſt-afterzwby ris thar thar is va- 
nity,& of nocontinuance. Who would venture 
his life , for the gathering aflower thar he 
knowes 
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knowes Will ſoon wither in his hand? Tertullian 
wonders at. the Romans. , that they ſhould in- 
dure ſuch hardſhip,and run ſuch hazards,to gain 
a Conſulſhip,which was but for a year;tiwas = 
faith he , 4s 4mm velaticum gandinm ; may 
not we much more wonder at Chritians , who 
ſpend all-cheir cxme, wits, trength and fpirics, 
to enjoy thar which for'oughe chey know, is but 
unius hore volaticum gaudinm ; for ought rhey 
kno'v, God may ſay, this night ſhall Jr rakev 
from thee. 

2, Since the choiſeſt of our earthly enjoy- 
ments are periſhing , mutable and uncertain; 
Ler this teach us to put atrue eſtimate on thoſe 
things thar are erernal.,-that are permigent, 
Had the Young Man'in the <C-ofpel , bur con- 
{ider*d , what was promiſed: him, if he would 
ſell all, he would , no- doubt have cheerful- 
ly performed whar Chriſt required. Twas 
Treaſure in Heaven was promiſed him. The 
leati rreaſure of heaven is worth all rhe worlds 
poſſeſlion, becauſe erernall: had the young 
man puterernal into the'Scale wich his great 
. poſſethons, they would have ſeemed no. more 
oreat ir his eye 5 Bur this; curſe of the-young 
mans, is'that which falls upon us ; men are like 
bruit beaſts , vholely caken up wirh ſenſuality, 
and devored to temporall things;but che rhings 
hich are noc feen,\vhich are erernall, are con. 

_ remned 
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temned and lighred and laught ar ; their car- 
nall minds are enimies ro ſuch things , they 
are fosliſhneſs ro them: rhe. reaſon is, becauſe 
they ſee no farther then what they ſenſually 
apprehend, they cannor ſee (as St.Perer ſays) a 
farre off; and therefore men affe& , whar they 
ſenſually apprehend, which can goe no higher 
chen ſenſuall chings , things which are een, 
which are remporall. : 

Pray therefore, again and again, that God 
would inlighten your minds , by Faith; ro fee 
the excellency of things thar are crernall; no- 
thing bur this, will lefſen the world ro you ; 
what are great poſſeſſions , honours, crowns, to 
eternity? to be made a King for a day,andever 
after a begger ; what comfort can this be ? bur 
he that hath an intereſt 1n Chriſt, is made a 
King for ever ; what is it to have an hour , or 
two's pleaſure,and ever after live in a dungeon? 
theſe profits, pleaſures, honours, riches, are 
but for a moment , and leave a tting behind 
them, bur the pleaſures , profits, honours, of 
heaven are eternall; life eternall, Foyes and plea- 
ſures at bis righ hand for ever more , Crowns 1n- 
corryptible , and many ſuch Scripturall exprefſi- 
ons. This made Moſes throw away his honours, 
ritles/courr favours. Heb. 11.24. £gyprts trea- 
ſures : and what did he exchange theſe things 
for ? he exchanged theſe things for ſuf- 
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fering, v. 25. for reproaches, for the wrath of 
che King. eaſon would think che man madd, 
Indeed had this been all he had exchanged for , 
he bad beenof all men moſt feoliſh and miſera- 
ble;no, 4feſes could ſee that &gypts greatneſs, 
power, dignity, Was uncertain ; had he been in- - 
veſted in 1t all, it could not long have continu- 
ea: that would have gone from bim,or he from 
that. Eur he, v. 27. ſaw him that 15 inviſible, 
by faith he looked to an eternall reward, to the 
fayour of an erernall King. How little doe. 
Wives, Houſes, Honours, ſeem to that ſoul, 
that by faith , ſees an eternall Bridgroom, a 
Houſe erernall in the heavens, and an eternall 
Crown fitted for his head ; they ſeem no more 
then Mole hills ro mighty Mountaines. 

From the circumitantial aggravations of the 
«f1i&ion to this holy Propher, as the nearneſs, 
and dearneſs of che perſon taken from him, the 
luddenneſs of it , with a ſtroak,, and the cer. 
tainty of it, God himſelf ſaith ic, and who can 
reverſe? and the Prophet that was neareſt con- 
cern'd, Mult be the frftinformed of ir,and the 
chief ſpeRator of this dreadfull blow. 

Obſ. 4. That God oftimes exerciſerh his choi- 
ſelt ſervants with ſharpeſt afflitions.j with 
heart cutting laſhes of providence ; and char 
iuddenly, unexpectedly, , and very heavily. 

In handling this (which1cheifly icended) 
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He doerheſe Three things : 1. Shew: that 'cis 
ſo, 2. Why 'tis ſo,” 3. Apply ir. 

t. Thar 1 1 ſo, <cripture examples prove it, 
Examples of rhis, areas old as the world. So 
ſoorvas God fer up'a School, a Church, in the 
world; 've find a fevere rod'in itz 'twas figned 
wich the Crofle in 'its infancy. We may be- 
gin with Adam and Eve (the true ſervants of 
God we beleive:) When God had bleft chem 
with” an off-ſpring, the greateſt of remporall 
bleſſmgs, cherein ſeerning their ſorrows with 
the pleaſure of ſociery ; no ſooner are the rwo 
Sons'(the Crown of their Parencs glory , and 
the ground of their furure hope) groivn to be 
uſefullto their Parents, bar they are both in a 
moment taken from them ; the one by murder, 
the other, by baniſhmenc : Thus rheirSun ſers 
at noone : Abel the delight of their eyes, is 
becomerthe mornfull object of their rears ; pro- 
bably'this their der for , was one of the firſt 
oaltly fights of dearb-rhar they had ſeen, which 
muſt needs be ickfome : the Son of their joy,is 
become the ſubje@' of their ſorrow , their 
Cro n ofglory, is quickly curned into a Crown 
of thorns, : 

Abraham 2 fairhfull ſervant of God, a choice 
one, yer-we find bim loaded alſo with the Croſs, 
_ has he rich kindred, and great and fair poſſeſſi- 
ons, richly (cated ? he muſt leave them all,and 

curn 
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urn Pllorim: hs he a beautifull and beloved 


Sarah, the wife of his boſome , the defire of bis 


ces, the one half of himſelf? we find Gen, 12. 
I © 10, his fear to be ſuch (amongli Barbarians 
not groundleſs) rhar he ſacrifices this half of 
himfelf co their lufts, to keep his other half 
ſecure : this muſt need be 2 heart cutting aft: 
how hard was his condition that whiles, think 
you, that Was inforced upon ſuch inconvemen- 


cies to ſeek his bread. 


Trace him on in the paſſage of his life , and 
every ſtep he treads , almott, is upon a thorne. 
Pregnant Hagar, from whom he hoped to have 
iflne, mult be curned our of deors; no fruitfull 
rree muſtſtand in his Orchard long : Lor his 
kinſman and companion, gro*es to great to ſtay 
with him, chey mufi parr-co prevenc- further 
milcheif. Hagar's recav'd agiin , the brings 
forth an /ſkmael, Abrahams joy; but of 2 ſudden 
root and branch mub he pluckt up , 2nd thown 
away,they muſt goe into perperual baniſhmenr, 
But now the heart peircing affliftion of all coms 
upon him; ' /ſaze the ſon aſ/the promiſe}, the 

rop of his furvre hopes ,'the dehiy,hr of Abra- 
am; and Sarah's eye, the joy of their lives,and 
the very” marro:v of their fouls , muftnov by 
the command of God be facrificed , and who 
—_—_ his rhroar, but the Facher rhat' beyar 
m, 
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Fob the. Servant ofG 0d;none like him for piety, 
nor any like him for ſufferings . He that was 
ſorich in outward good things, was in a day be- 
reftof all,and ——_— —_— a Proverb. Bur 
che ſou] peircing affliction was, the taking away 
his ſeven Sons & three Daughters with a ſudden 
ftroak,; the aff and comfort of his old age was 
broken in a moment. Refle& a lictle, you that 
are Parents, upon this afliftion, Would it not 
be think you,a ſad fight to fee one of your godly 
neighbours following ren of his childrens herſes 
ro . ws grave at once?Fobs caſe is yer worſe, for 
he muſt firſt pull his childerns torn limbs our of 
che jawes of this cruell Lyon , he muſt repleive 
them. out of deaths hold , before he could lay 
them in natures bed,the grave: he muſt go forth 
now to- ſtare on- grifly Jeath dreft in its moſi 
oaſily ſhapes: Here be muſt pluck our one dear 
child in his gore blood, there another with his 
limbs broken and mangled , here a Daughter 
ded inher Brothers armes, there another, bur 
which he knows not , her wounds have ſo diſ- 
figur'd her ; perhayg, another , or two anon 
he finds gaſping our their laſt,and chenexpiring 
for want of timely ſuccour; are not theſe things 
| : bur throw away theſe black ſurmiſes, 
and-at the beft , judge how ſad vould it be for 
2 mar} to have Ter children all alive and luſty 
in the morning, and all of theſe to be laid dead 
% =" 
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at his feet before night ! this was ho'y Fohs caſe_- 
T his to our purpoſe 1s obſervable as ani aggrava 
cion of all his afflictions, rhey are brought in 
with a kind of behold , to the good man ; one 
ſill is ler eſcape,ro bring the unwellcome news 
to him,. read Fob 1, 

David a man after Gods own heart,defign'd 
for grearnefle from his youth: he had as fair a 
fock to begin With, as ever man had , he was 
both honoured and beloved ar once of all the 
people, the city and the country, the army and 
che courr, all they cry up David for the only 
Worchy , and high deſerving man , they all 
put the garland upon his viRtorious brow, the 
King gives him hits Daughter to Wife. Who 
in lis condition would have dreamed of crofies? 
Bur alas ! his rife 1s intended for his ruine. 
Saul intended to make a halter of his garland ; 
theCourr had hike to have been Dav;ds charnalt 


| houſe ; Dawas fingers did nor play there {© 


quick upon his Harp-ftrings, as Sawls envy plaicl 
upon Davids Hearte(irings. On a ſudden the 
deſire of his eyes, his new berrothed wife is ra- 
ken from him, ke baniſhed the Court, and in- 
forced tofly for his life z he that was yelierday 
the Kings ſon in law, is to day proclaimed 
Traytour. Thus tis evident,that God hath'ex- 
erciſed his choiſeſt ſervants , with fore and un- 
expeced croſſes and afiitions, 
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Reaſ, The ſecond thing to be inquired 
into, 1s, Why God thus exerciſeth them? 

Togive a reaſon of the various diſpenſations 
of his providences to men here below , is ſo 
pu a myſtery thar reaſon cannot find ir our , 
his Fob excellently cleares .C.28.v.12. he pro- 
pounds the queition,and in the following verſes 
anſwers it, that tis not by humane invention to 
be found our, the depth ſaith tis not in me , and 
the ſea ſaith tis not in me, neither can gold 
or precious ſtones purchaſe this knowledge. 
Thar ir ſhould goe well with the wicked , and 
ill withrhe Godly, hath not only Rtagger'd the 
Heathens, bur hath made ſomerimes rhe Saints 
ina pett to quarrell at it. Pſel. 73. v. 2.00 13- 
it made David repiningly ſay, I have cleanſed 
my heart in vain, for. all the day long have | 
been plagued ; and when he ſeeks to know 
che reaſon of this, v. 16. he confefleth 'twas to 
hard for him. V\ har does he doe in this caſe? 
v.17. he went into the ſanQuary of God, So 
ler us,co find a reaſon of theſe things,and there 
we ſhall find that the alwiſe and gracious Fa- 
cher, ſees affliftion neceflary for his choiſeft 
an in 1p —_ good, Dalla _ 
uft, liter oecurrit , Cur juſt 
| 499 204%, bt x AS EI nfs quia hoc us ex- 

pede. Tis needfull for chem ro be affliaed. 
Ther's a tivofold good, Privative, we. Po- 
| 1LIVC 
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tive that God aimes at in affliting his ſer= 
vants. | 

1 In order to their privative good,a neceflity 
of affliing them ariſeth from ro evilsrhat the 
beſt of Saints are infeſted with in this life : Sin 
Within, and Temprations withour, 
_ 1.Sin with in them:Originall fin is fill an in- 
mare in the regenerare;though ir be par doned& 
mortified that it ſhall not reign in them. They 
attain ( ſaith Awg.) to a ze regner, ye: they doe 
not (as he ſairh) artaine to a #e fr of {.n: The re- 
liques of the old man till remaine in us,ir came 
with us from the womb , and *cwilt bear us 
company to the grave , till death part us; 
Though the tree be cur down. the root'remains, 
and will withour diligent watching ſprout,2nd 
bring forrh birrer fruit co our ſorrow - as 1t did 
in David and Peer, and other Saints; 

(od whoſe ſpiritual eye lookes through and 
through us, ſees in the beſt of us many ſecrer 
enormous luſts, as pride , covetouſnefle, luxu- 
ry, ſpirituall och, hypocricy , ſecurity and 
the like , which we 1n our proſperity difcerne 
not; that lye in our brezfits ſecretly and hidden- 
ly, like Toads and noifor vermin in dark finks - 
and ſells, which we walk over unconcerned, hc 
cauſe we {ce them not .Now God calls to Saints 
1n their proſperity by his providences,(for they 
have a voice) and by the miniftry , to clevſe 
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cheſe hearcs and caſt our theſe vermin, that are 
a provecation to the pure eyes of his holyneſle. 
How oft has God by his word calledco us, Love 
not the world,nor the chings of the world ; Let 
no corrupt communication proceed out of your 
mouthes, No vnclean perſon ſhall enter into 
the kingdome of heaven, Remember thou 
& all thy family ts keep holy the Sabbath, Pray 
more conſtantly, Be more fervent in prayer: 
God calls bur we turn the deaf ear , dl \ighr 
Cop calls 7 _ 8 ne wo _— Far 
7,22, 21. 1 ſpake to thee in thy proſperity, 
thou ſardeFb, Fey not hear : Net Ga $4 mer- 
cy for prevention is inforced to take his rod in- 
to his hand, | 
2. Godis neceſſitated to affli& his people for 

the prevention of evil that would ariſe from 
remptarions without us; for Saints are net free 
from cempration mermnens pror ſus Det gratia fa- 
Cit an/2%s $0 ſaith Gratiay, 

There are ewo Temprers, che Divil and che 
World, without us. 

x.. The Devil, 1.Per. 5.8, He goes about like 
& roaring Lyon Jecking whons he may devenr, like 
. a Lyon he's greedy, (ubcill, a&ive, and power- 


full, he lies alwates at the carchfor us ; but be- 
cauſe he has not immediate power over us, ke 

uſerh,as his bair, ; 
2+ The World, the other temptation, _ 
olds 
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holds out, as a rich Marchant its guilded ware, 
' the luſt of the eye, the lult of the fleſh, and rhe 

pride of life;rhis holds out the baite, thar layes 
the ſnare : the Divel baites his hook with - wn 
he thinks our conſtitutions will ſooneſt bite ar, 
and ſo catches us : Sohe caught David with 
the luſt of the eye, ſo he caught So/omen with 
the pride of life, and luſt of the fleſh. 

Theſe pleaſures, and profits, and honors of 
the world, are uſually the Saints greateſt remp- 
rers; for the concomitants of caſe and plenty, 
are luxury, carnall confidence,ſecurity, which 
draiv off the heart from God,dull their appetite 
to ſpiricuall things, take off cheir hunger afrer 
a Sacrament, and make them negle& coming 
to it, coole their affeRions, and allay thar ar- 
dency which ſhould be in prayer. As the beſt 
=_ brings forth the rankeſt weeds in the 

eat of ſommer,when the Plow 1s {i1]] & comes 
not over it; ſo many times, doth the warmth of 
proſperity, cauſe many lutts to break forth in 
the lives of the Saints, Raw fruit breeds worms 
in healthy perſons: ſo doe worldly pleaſures ex- 
cite luſts in the beſt Sainrs many times, as looſ- 
neſſe, wanronneſle, and pride; let David have 
bur a lirtle eafe , and his mole-hill preſently 
growes, in his proud fancy, to be a mountaine, 
1 ſaid in my proſperity I ſhall never be moved ; 
what ranck blood , did a little proſperity breed 
| in 
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in this holy man? his ſucceſle in warre, and 
ftrength of allyes raiſed in him preſumprion, 
thac nou; i{h'd luſt, luſt Role his ardency of af - 
fectien from God , and that intercepted his 
coniidence ; and now his mountaine has ſtole 
his heart from God , was it not time for God {| 
to ſet his mounraine on fire about his eares, 
in raiiing eA bſolow 2gainli him, that he might 
fly back co the rock of his {alvation. You ſee 
God 1s necetiitated f. om the evils that are wirth- 
inthe Saints , and from the temprers wichour 
them,ia affli& them for their good priyatively. 

Now fron Gods affli&ing the Saints , there | 
ariſerh a threefold privative good. | 
2. God by affliAing them , redreſles fin in | 
them,ir makes them feel what an evil and a bir- 
rer thing it is to {in-again{t the Lord, ic makes 
the Saint to ſearch his waies and turn unto the 
Lord ; ſoir wrought upon David , before [ was 
Bed I went a flray, but now 1 have learned thy 
word; afflictions like hard weather kill choſe 
finnes, thar che warmth of proſpericy nourith'd, 
The Devill by pleaſures and prohis invites 
us, as Abſolens did.the Kings ſonnes to his ban- 
quet,purpoſely ro murler Ammon: So he inyiges 
us toQur ruine in the-gluttonns language, ear, , 
drink, and be merry ,thou halt enough,wealth 
enough , time enough , opportunity. Enough, 
rTejojgce o young man 4rd ttt tby beart theare thee: 
Now God Li mercy to us,when he fliads we _ 
oP 
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ſare down to banquer, riot , and frolick it in the 
world, he by a rouling affliftion unexpectedly 
comes amongſt us,as Abſoloms murderers came 
in , when their hearts were merry , and made 
all che Kings ſons fly to the King their Father 
to jeruſalem ; ſo God ſends afflitions to drive 
us from our Luſts and deceirfull pleaſures, unto 
him, oculos quos peccatum claudit , pana aperit, 
2. Another privative good that comes by 
Gods afflifting of the Saints ,is, hereby fin is 
prevented, he like a mercyfull Father and mot 
wiſe Phyſitian knowes our rempers , and what 
our ſpirituall diſeaſes are, better then our ſelves, 
and therefore to prevent them he bloods chem 
_ in theright vein ; whena Saint immoderately 
loves any earthly injoyiment, ſo that God ſeerh 
it drawes his affe&tions from heaven and glory; 
and from himſelf (which he rakes grievouſly) 
then God in wiſdome and mercy takes away 
that earthly comfort that his affe&ions- may 
turn into the right channell again; hereby 
God ſhewes us the mutabiliry, inconſtancy & 
vanity of theſe things, and thar rhere 1s no ſafe 
fooring for our affe&ions upon rhem.God many 
timesdaſhes our defigns all in peices,to prevent 
thar ſecurity and carnall confidence, which he 
wiſely foreſees would follow , if they ſhould 
take. od in mercy provides a thorne for 
Pawl to prick the tympany of Prideif it ſhould 
riſe in him, *Twas an excellent pious ſpeech of 
Our 
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our Kings Hemy the Sixch, / thank God , faith 
he, that bath given me a weake , and tnfirme body, 
that it might not be 4 luſtfull body, A Saint has as 
much cauſe to bleſle God for his afflictions , as 
for his ordinances, we ſhall never be able co un- 
derftand the one half of our privative mercyes 
which afflitions have been the cauſe of, till we 
come to heaven to account them there , to the 
praiſe of his grace and wiſdome that mercifully 
did inflict chem : Lord whether would our lutls 
haue carried us, hadſt not thou by thy corre&i- 
ons called us back, 

By afflictions God prevents our damnation 
Tor 11 32 Weare chaſtned of the Lord,that 
we may not be condemned with the world : 
God hares the men of the world, and therefore 
chaſtens them nor here ſo often as his children; 
he throwes the reignes in their necks, and bids 
chem fil up the meaſure of cheir iniquity:which 
is theereareſt curſe that can befall chem;in this 
ſenſe that ſaying is true, tam Dens wraſcitur cuns 
20 waſcitur, The Heathen could ſay, nothing is 
more unhappy toa man , then to be free from 
affliction , bil mibr videtur infelicins eo,cut m- 
hil event adverſ; , Senec, de Provid. 
Here 1t is true , there can no greater evill be- 
falla man , then to have his heaven here, Son 
remember that thou rece;vedſt thy good things 11 
this hife (ſaich Abraham to Dives in hell) a»d 
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Lazarus evill: now then art tormented and he is 
comforted, God gives his Saints their hell here, 
bur their heaven hereafter ; purpoſely caſts 
them into the furnace of affli&ion here, that he 
may keep themour of the firy furnace of hell 
hereafter, A Saint may take rhis for his Motto, 
Periiſſem niſs Perisſſem, had I not been undone 
in this world, I had been undone to etermity : 
The Prodigals poverty brought him back to his 
Fathers family, | 
1hus you ſee a neceſſity for the beſt 
Saints affli&ions in order to their good priva- 
. tively, 
' 2, Godexerciſeth his Saints with ſmart af- 
flitiens, in order to their Pofitive good, and 
char,theſe three waies. | 

3. As they are inftrumenrall to the turning 
them to God. 2. As they are exerciſes of their 
graces. 3. As they are the meanes of increaf{- 
1 ng grace, 

I. od uſeth them as a meanes to call home 
and convert the Ele& to him. 1 doe nor fay . 
they Phyſically operate,for many men. are the 
worſe for affli&ion: but they by rhe gacious or- 
dination of a divine hand, have a morrall influ- 
ence upon men to their converſion. Afts 16.26, 
27, 30. by an earthquake on a ſudden thar 
ſhooke the foundations of the priſon,and threw 
open the priſon doores, and knockt off all rhe 

| priſoners 
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—_—— fetrers 3 the keeper at firſt apprehen- 
10n of this altoniſhing providence would have 
killed himſelf, his conſcience was fo overborn 
with fear, bur when his Judgemenc had gor che 
throne, he coninders this could be no other bur 
the mighty hand of God,and in the full convi- 
Qtion of this his will is reſolved to fall down to 
the command of (od, &novv with trembling he 
askes what he ſhall be doe to be ſaved. Ih blefſed 
earthquake, might the goaler ſay, that wrought 
ſuch a heart-quake in him as to make him turn 
to God. 

Thus Saul As 9.3, 4. by a ſudden ftroak 
from heaven , which ſtruck him to the ground, 
v.6.nd filled him full of rrembling & altoniſh- 
ment, it was the inſtrument of his conviction: 
hereby ' conſcience being fill'd with fear, made 
the mind ſerious, and being under full convicti- 
on > it in aninftant raiſed his will to a reſoluti- 
on, and that reſolved , now commands all the 
affe&ions ro attend irs motion, & now he cryes 
Lord what wilt thon have meto doe > Thus af- 
flictions,chey are like a gun diſcharged amongft 
wild fowles, it ſtarrles all bur ic makes ſome 
fall into the fowlers hands , into Chritis, that 
by theſe affligions brings them to his hand, 
God by ſudden and unexpe&ed afflictions 
comes upon a ſoul , as Samuel came upon the 
Bethlehemites , 1 Sam, 16.4. . he makes them 
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cremble at his comming, bur he makes a King 
in the family ere he depart. | 

2. God herevy tryes and exerciſes his Saints 
oraces, Although $G od doth never atflict any, 
but where tin is, yer he hath other ends belides 
afflicting them tor hn z therefore Gen. 22. 1, 
God tempted or tryed Abrabam, tis not ſaid 
he corre&ged Abrahem,when he ſaid offer up thy 
Son [[aac. So God permirred all rhoie atflict- 
ons to come upon Job, tor the tryall of his gra- 
ces and the exerciſe of them : you have heard of 
the patience of Jeb, ſ1ith rhe Apoſtle, had nor 
God exerciſed him with ſuch great affliictions, 
we had never heard of ſuch an eminent Saint,he 
would have f(tole to his grave without being ta- 
ken norice of. Therefo:e Peter ſaich(1Ep.c.1.7.) 
ro the afflicted Saints,ye are aow in heavmeſs for 
a time thraw manyfold temptations, for what pur- 
poſe? that the tryall of your farth might be found 
te praiſe,and honoxr, and glory ; the Saints that 
ſhall hear and ſee your heavenly, meek,ſelf-de- 
nying frame of heart under all your afflitions 
(hall praiſe you,& praiſe God for you,you ſhall 
honour the goſpell, the cauſe you ſuffer for, and 
God (hall be glorified by you , and in you. As 
Mutins Scevola got more renown &glory tothe 
Romans by his Sufferings chen by his Actions. 
So dorh a Saint to the cauſe of the goſpell. A 
Saint by ſufferings ſeemes to ſay to all. the 
world , as he,tam vile eft corpus glorians [j _ 
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tibus, So contemprible are all thoſe rerrene 
_ to us, who ſeck afcer erernal glory.IfGod 
ſhould not thus rry a Chriſtians graces , we 
ſhould never come to know half their worth , 
nor they their own. Seneca counts him an un- 

man thar never was in affliction; becauſe 
neither he nor any other could know his worth. 
Miſerum te jndico quod nunqua fmſti miſer tran- 
ſaſts fine adverſario vitam; nemo [cit quid potue. 
ris, ne tx quidems ipſe, As _ INcounters prove 
who are valiant, who covards;ſo do afflitions, 
who are ſound, who rocren, who are built upon 
the ſands, who on the rock. A Saint has cauſe, 


as to praiſe God for beftowing grace , fo for 


ſending him afflictions ro try the truth of his 
grace , for this brings him in unſpeakable com- 
forr char he is fincere. If _ heachen 
ſay, ep1 gratias fortune experir: voluiſſet 
#1 oa fidem, 1 fur ries chat the 
would try me, how much I efteemed honeſty ; 
this T oughr ( ſaith Seneca ) ro prize at a high 
rate, non debet mihs parvo res tanta conftaxe ; if 
he a heathen could ſay rhus , how much more 
ought we to praiſe God, thar hath been pleaſed 
by his tryals of us to manifeſt ro our own con - 
ſciences and the world , that our faith and pa- 
rience and ſelfe denyal is fincere;a tryed Chri- 
ſtian 1s a happy Chriſtian , and God by affli. 
ons tryes them. | 
3 God 


| 


” v» $6 @. C5 ke OS 


(39) 
3. God exerciſeth his choice Servants 
with grear afflictions for the increaſe of rheir 
graces. As ſtrong and great winds and {tormes 
make trees fruirfull , ſo doe ſharp affliftions 
make Chriſtians. very branch in Chriſt mutt 
bring forth fruit, and God by affli&ions will 
prune them that they may bring forth more 
fruic, | 
Chriſtians that have grace in the habir , St. 
Bazil compares to the earth , which though in 
1ts nature 1t be fruitful , yer unlefle the Plow 
and harrow break and teare it , ir will not only 
no. be fruitful , bur ic witl bring forth bryers 
and thorns: ſo will Chriſtians, unlefle God ex- 
erciſe them with affliftions grow ſecure , lazic 
and ſenſual. This made Chryſeſiome ay , that 
affliction is the mother of Chrilttian virtues , 
becauſe ir exerts the habir into a&. | 
Chriſtians thar have grace in the habir , are 
like an Organ thar is well in tune; bur for want 
of bellows to blow , and an hand toplay, they 
make no muſick. Therefore God raiſeth hisealt 
wind of afflition to blow , and layes his hand 
upon them, and then they are melodious. As 
Birds ling ſweetett in wer weather , ſo doe the 
Saints fing moſt melodiouſly amidft the ftorms 
and ſhowres of affliftions. : 
Sharp ſauces doe belt quicken the apperite , 


Heb, 12. 11: noe chaſtifements ſeem for rhe 
| : preſent 
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preſent to be joyous, bur grievous , neverthe- 
leſs afrerwards it yeilderh che peaceable fruirs 
of righreouſnefle unto them that are exerci- 
ſed therewith; like foile chars unpleaſant inthe 
carrying forth, yet returnes aFfruirful crop. 
By offlition 7 Sainr gers this farther advan- 
tage of increaſe,thar nor only the babir of grace 
1s excited into 2& ; bur by choſe frequent acts 
the habir alſo is inlarged . What St, Hierom 
ſayes of the Ceaar ( may be ſaid of the Sainrt ) 
thar for every branch ic ſures our above , 1c 
ſends forth a root beneath, and this advantage 
ir hath from the ſtrong winds which by ſha- 
king the body,looſens the earth and makes way 
for the root to ſpread; 
 Sothar by one florme it gathers firength to 
ſtand againſt che nexr. Thus tis with che Saint 
in the valley of Bacor , he grows from ſtrength 
co ſtrength; affliftions make him increaſe borh 
in the habir and a&s of gracez he grows down- 
ward in the h:bir as well as upward in the a&ts 
of g"ace by affliction. 

us God ſees affli&ions good for his Saints 
borh privatively and poſſitively;give me leave 
briefly to add this one more. 

3 God fees affliftions neceſſary for his 
Saints in order ro their erernal good , and that 
upon a twofold account. 

JI, By aftlictions he firs add prepares _ 
of 
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for glory , and that by drawing up their hearts 
and affections where cheir treaſure is ; ſhould 
nor God imbitrer Egypt to us by heavy bur- 
dens, we ſhould never long for , nor. pre» 
pare to goe into the promiſ'd land, God makes 
our good things here murable and fading, that 
we may ſer our affettions on things above 5 
which are permanent and unchangable. 

2. Affiictions ſweeren atd the more indear 
elory to come : the ſharper our ſorrows here , 
the ſweerer our glory hercafter, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 
Our light afflieiens work for us a farr more ex- 
ceeding and eternal weight of glory. 

Since we find this doctrine to be an evident 
cruth , and this vaſt congregation are ſealing 
ir with thetr rteares 3 God hath caken away an 
eminent Servant cf his &y a ſiroak,, a tiroak ro 
the rich , and a ftroak to the poore, a ftroak 
and a heavy one to Stanton Harcourt; bur eſpe- 
cially ro the f:mily of the Harcourts , what 
ſhould this reach us ? ler not me, but the A 
{tles exhort you, Heb. 12.5; My Son despiſe 
net thox the chaſtning of the Lord, nor faint when 


thou art rebuked of hw. This exhoctation bran» 

che ir ſelfe into two heads. 1: deſpiſe nor, 

2: faint nor : the firſt you may think 

and at this rime I may think ſo ro ; bur ſuch ig 

the deceirfulneſle of our hearts , and the hard. 

neſle of chem, that though they nowdrop = 
1h 
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like rocksin a ſudden form, yet when the form 
IS Over,they are ſoon dry again,and as hard as c- 
ver; rheretore che firſt branch is nor unſeaſona- 
ble: deſpiſe not, pi tary dpgr, ne pares facito, 
"Oxryogdy, is as if you ſhould ſay, 3xigny 7- 
x7 Yair, paryam cnram babere, to flight and 
never mind a thing, tomake light of it, as Ser- 
vants doe of their Maſters chiding: they ftand 
demurely and look ſadly for the preſent ; bur 
when the Maſters back is turn'd , they laugh 
and make light of it. Of all things beware of 
this ; hath a farther end'in ſuch dreadful 
ſroakes as theſe , than tro make us hang down 
our heads for a week or ewo , and then forger 
all ;- this is indeed to make light. of God's cor- 
reing hand upon us. There are a ſort of E- 
picureans in this age , that profeſſedly againſt 
all ſenſe and reaſon , indeavour to deface whar 
of man they have in them , nacural affection ; 
like the bruriſh Stoick that made no more of 
the death rote Son, _ of — cf a 

uges heri vidi frapilems frangi, hodie vid: mor- 
= mort ; rLag are, God and his pro- 
vidence, they ſay all things come alike to all, 
and ſooner or later we muſt all dye , and what 
ſhould we ſorrow for that we cannot remedy. 
Upon ſuch mens foreheads you may write fool 
( if the rule hold rrue )withour injuring them; 
for conſideration, and fooles We alwaies contra- 
JLICS, 
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ries,:; Well ler us inthe fear of Gad. learne 
this, wmiſdome,nor to.deſpiſe or diſregard God's 
judgements and chaſtiſements upon us. 

hen a Carittian may be ſaid not to-deſpiſe 
God's Correttions,  vhen he learnes thoſe leſ- 
ſons God points him to by che chaltiſement; as 
I: ſerioully to ſearch. after the cauſe why God 
afflics us, 3 Lem.39. 40:ths the Holy Ghoſt 
points us to , why doth (10ing man complain, i.e. 
repiningly ,, man for the puniſhment of b1s ſnne ? 
while *c1s for his tinne char he is puniſh'd; "ris 
bur juſt thar he ſhould be puniſhed; lets chere- 
fore ſearch our ways, and turne unto the Lord 
our God ; thars, the leflon pumiſhment ſhould 
reach us: ſo in the: 9rh. Foſh, 6+ Up ſays God 
ro Foſhun, ſearch for the finne that hath cauſed 
meto {mite you;rhus a C hriſtian ſhould ſearch 
when God's. hand is on_him ; what perſonal - 
ſins, what celation,, . har family fins, as a huſ. 
band.,. malier. or father he is guilty of , and 
ftone thoſe eAchers,chart ſo God may graciouſ- 
ly return in his favours again to us. 

32... In a humble ſubmuthon to. vindicate 
Cod's jultice 1n all thar befals us,and: vith the 
Church to ſay , thou haſt ſmitten us lefſe chan, 
our deſervings , . and © Lord thou art righteous 
in all chat is come upon us , ſay 9% 13.. 

3+ Patiencly.ro ſubmic ro:the band of God 
sponus. 1 was dumbe ( ſays Davia) and 0- 

this 25 % D -'; 1:1 «1 pened 
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pened not my mouth,becauſe it was thy doing, 
io Levit.z, When God rook away two of A- 
. rows near relations , his Sens,with a dreadful 
ſtroak the rext ſaith, e Aron held brs peace; pro- 
probably Aron was faulry in not reſtraining his 
Sons preſumption, and therefore chink ir bur 
meet & juſt, chat he thar had been finfully fi- 
lent under Gods diſhonour, fhould now be ſub- 
ING under his diſpleaſure. 

4. Tobuckle on our Armour, and to ſtand al- 
ways pr co incounter afflitions; Through 
many tribulations we mmſt enter into the King dome 
of Heaven, not through two or three but ma- 
ny > God knows whar our next tryal will be ; 
lers cherefore by this affliion , be ſo Armed 
with faith and love , and parience,, and ſelfe- 


denyal,thar we may be able with more facility | 


ro ſtand againlt che next: Fob now finding the 
world to ring none but changes , and ſad ones 
£09 , in his eares, hath learned to wait all rhe 
days of his appointed cime,'til his chang come. 

5- Often and ſeriouſly to refle& upon our 
foules , what privarive or poſitive good they 
have got by afflitions ; for they make us ber- 
rer, or leave us worſe. | 

Theſe are ſome of che leflons God ſers us to 
learne by our affli&ions ; which who fo learns 
may truly be (aid , nor to deſpiſe the chaftiſe- 
ments of God. -- | 


2. The lakclauſe of the exhorratiop yu_ 
"0 
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eth td us thus | or faint when thou art corre- 
fied of bums | chis 1s the other exrreatne we muſt 
avoid, Extreams are dangerous , fly norone 
ſo as co fall into the other , rhis nature con- 
demns as folly , Stutt; drm vitant vitta in con- 
traria earrunt, ſaith Horace, Ariſtotle defines 
virtue to be wo8]ns de xexdy , the middle 
of two evils ; nature ceacheth us to grieve, 
let not the ſenſual facultes ſwalloiv up the ra- 
tional 3 Let nor the Servant overtop his Ma- 
ter. *Tis a wiſe mans charaQer , tha as he 
ſeerh farther intoevils chan other men, ſo he 
can berrer command his patſhons than others : 
hence Ariſtotle /, 4.c.3 ; *]s Wlvuysv mieuya- 
ens Vers b&]e ajudr wrcavros , he faith that 
meſartiuyes cannot be_ meiaures ; a Magnam- 
mous man cannot be overcome with ſorrow and 
paſſion , becauſe rhe rational faculties keep the 
ſenſitive within their bounds. Should 1 goe a- 
bout to op your eyes for ſo great a loſs; I 
ſhould but 1ndeavour contra torrentem brachia: 
bur ler me perſwade you to mourne as Chri- 
fans though the chalining be greivous, yet 
'tis no Worſe thai what God's Saints and Pro- 
phets of old have undergon. Are we better than 
they? or have wee deſerved berter than they ? 
lers comfort our ſelves in the rext, that God 
o"ns us for Sons under all our afliftions , 2nd 
intends our good by them ; ler us then coke 
courage that God is our Father ſtill , and 
: D 3 though 
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chough death like a Lyon hath come among ug 
and devoured our glory ; yer out of this eater 
there will come many wage 7 __ out of the 
ſtrong ſ'veet; if we by faith and patience can 
wait upon the Lord,in W his way and method 


of dealing with us. 
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A Funeral ſpeech, 


Nd is this Scripture fulfilled this day in 
our eys?1s the Crown of our glory,the La- 
dy Aune Harcourt, that curious piece of grace 
and narure taken from us by « ftroak? And muſt 
her virtues be cloſed up with her eyes ? muſt 
they be coffin'd up wirh her corps in the filent 
grave ? Was not her name as precious oynt= 
ment? & mult ir not be powred forth ro give 2 
fragrancy to polterity?ſhall we ler her goe un- 
mention'd , unlamenred ? ic may not, it cannot 
be; The Country and the City roo,yeild prefi- 
ce aboundant , ro ring aloud 1n all mens eares 
her funeral knel in doleful threanes : beſides , 
each ſad face in this doleful afſembly, ſeems ro 
beſpeak ir ſelfe, ſhould 1 be filent , her funeral 
Orator, *Tis pitty we have not here an Elo- 
quent Ambroſe to performe ſo lofty an under- 
taking. I am ſorry I have not skil anſwerable to 
my afteions; but mult, when I have done =” 


u 


-. T4 
urmoRt,leave her,as thar Painter left Antrgonus, 
drawn, Imagine luſca, with a halfe face. 1 muſt 
_ acknowledge wich che Comedian , de i{/4'mon 


its magnifice logus, 1d virtss quje ſup 
A ef chir bat W-hovey 


cauſerofay , much Iiketh"of the Queen of 
Sheba conceining Solomon , the one halte hath 
not been told us of what we knoivz.to which 1 
can only chus reply in che Poers words; 
Quod ji digna tui minus eſt mea pagina laude, 
at velmſſe ſat eft.--- 
In order to whar 1 have to ſay, I muſt goe one 
Rep retrograde ; For when 1 conſider whattwo 
lorious luminaries have ſucceſſively roſe 1n 
is noble & ancient Family of the Harcowrts, 
&how ſuddenly,& unexpectedly they have ſer, 
I cannot but adore the goodneſs,and tremble ar 
the ſeverity of God towards ir; I am art a and 
with Yaler : Max : onthe death of Cornelis 
husband, whether to ſay, it was more happy in 
the once injoying of chem, or unhappy in tne 
lofle of them. | 
The firſt was a Daughter of the right hono- 
zable family of rhe Pagets, and wife ro the Fa- 
mous Souldier Sr. S;wor Harcourt { to whole 
Tucelary ſword the Proteſtants in Jreland owe 
much }.ſhe ſer at high;noen,in the primg of her 
age ,- and left only one Son as the inherites of 
both thei; virtues and honors. | ns: 
| | $ 
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This laſt ( being the Wife of the now ſor- 
rowfut Sr. Philip Harcomrt)ſhe ſer in the mor- 
nivg of her youth , before the had compleated 
rwenty yeares, and hath likewiſe left one Son 
behind her, God make him the inheritor of her 
virrues.* - Borh of theſe Ladies for beaury,bree- 


ding, parts, pruden-e,and piety, Were emin<nt- 
iy knows to be as honourable and Princely 


Dames as have trod the Stage of Engliſh earth 
for many ages ; each of their goodnefſe which 
made them great, was as high as their extra&, 
which made them honorable. This laſt was in 
all probabilicy like co outſhine the firſt , from 
whoſe raiſe ſhe received her firſt light and 
heat. Her natural and moral indowments of 
body and mind were both amiable, and admi- 
rable ; whart is ſayd of King David's Darling , 
2 Sam.14.25: was the voge of all who e're had 
ſeen her; that in all the Land there was nit one to 
be ſo much praiſed for beauty ai ſhe ; from the 
ſole of her foo to the crown of her head there was 
no blemiſh mher, h 


And as her Perſon, ſuch were her parts: her | 


deportment was courreous, humble,and affable, 
yet with all, majeftick ; ſhe was skild in every 
thing thar became fo high a Lady ; ſhe was 
knowing in Hiſtory , in Phyſick, in Mufick, in 
what not , ſhe was more full of (pirir and life 


than lanovage ; yet was he: diſcoutfe for the | 
py; os ie for he 
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moſt pzrt weighty and witty: ſhe perfe&ly ha- 
redidlenefſe ; ſhe was alt the day time erther 
rerir'd in her cloſer at her devotions, orelſe 
writing, or reading,or playing on ſome muſical 
inſtrument , or ordering the affaires of her 
houſe , or buized in making medicines for che 
poore that had no helper : Her apprebenhon 
was io quick , that a worthy gentlewoman her 
neighbour > with whom ſhe much'converſed, 
cold me-that ſhe admired her above all perſons 
for her exact knowledge in all domeftick af- 
faires; There was nothing within or witheur 
doores that concerned a family, but ſhe had :n 
inſight an ic. But oh! this heart cutting word 
( ſhe's dead ) has ſhipwracke all cur hopes, and 
fild us full of deep deſpondency ; like a new 
rigg'd ſhip richly freighted , no ſooner 15 ſhe 
lanched forch inco the world, but finks with all 
hec ſtore; ſhe had buc newly ſhaken hands with 
childhood, and noiv, behold ! grifly death like 
a chucliſh and (may we ſay) unwelcome Sarg c- 
ant arreſts her, and ſhe muſt forthwith ſhake 
hands with husband, child;kindred, and bid us, 
and all-che world eternally farewel. What 
hearr relents not here ? *ris worſe thin marble 
1+ it doe not:marble ic ſelfe will weep at change 
of weather , and hill nor we at ſuch a change ? 
eſpecially we that knew- how ſweet her 6iſpo(t- 
ion, how gracious her converſation was among 
us. Wonder not (hen 1f 1 your Orator make 
: ceares 
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reares my fluenteft Rherorick at this funeral; 
broken ſentences, 1n« inconhitencies may paſle, 
2t this time excuſ:tble , if not commendable, 
from him , whoſe eyes make vp the paragoge. 
The Perſon that here lyes in tare before us,and 
is thus become che {ad objeR of our ſorrow, was 
of no low extra , ſhe was the daughter of the 
honourable Sr. Wilkam aller. On the Morhers 
- ideyſhe deſcended of the Right honourable fa- 
mily of the Finches , the Earles of Winckelhe. 
Bur theſe chings ſhe counted bur membrane di- 
gmtatis, (he no more valued the gaudy pagean- 
try of the world, than her body now minds this 
her pompous funeral, being dead,and herein ſhe 


' ſhewed her ſelfe, like that honorable Lady and 


St. Marcella(of whom St. Hierom thus ſpeaks) 
quod fatla eft contempta nobilitate nobilior , that 
the did the more innoble he: ſelfe in difregar- 
ding her noble birth. That which ſhe moſt de- 
lighted, with a holy kind of boatting , . to tr1- 
umph in, was the truly noble and religious e- 
ducation ſhe received from her Mocher in law, 
( for her ovn Morher dyed 1n her infancy ) of 
whoſe excellent virtues the never rhought ſhe 
could ſpake enough; I have oft heard her moſt 
devourly blefleGod for that Mother in hw:like 
Alexander the great that praiſed his Inſtructor 
beyond him char gor him, *Tis highly proba- 
ble ſhe was the infirumenr of inſtilling grace 


into her heart in her render years, which made 
her 
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her, ſs hartily praiſe the God of grace for her ; 
nor was rhere Sſ love loſt hetrwixe them ; for 
ſo highly did the Mocher in law prize this her 
Dauyhrer in law, that ſhe beſtoved the chiefeſt 
jevel ſhe had in the World upor. her , her on- 
ly Son ; as concetving her Sen could bein 
none more happy,than in this Perſon : ſhe real- 
ly being for ſweernefie of nature, amiableneſle 
of Perſon,quicknefle of wit , ſolidiry of judg- 
- ment, nobleneſle of Spirit, innocency of life,& 
heavenlinefle of affe&ion, che crovn and glory 
of her age and Sex. Whar tingle excellencies 
made orher Ladies eminent, as this for wir , 
char for beaucy, one for modeſty, the other for 
afabilicy, you mighc have found them all con - 
centred in this fingle Perſon,and ſhining there 
incheir full luſtre. Take her in any, in every 
of her relations, as a Dwughcer, Sifter , Wife , 
Miftrefſe , Freind, ſhe fild upeach of theſe co 
che rop. | muſt bur rouch on theſe. As a 
Daughter ho full ot duty and affe&ion ? who 
can come forth and tell che time char ever ſhe 
williagly diſpleaſed either her Farther or Mo- 
cherin all her liferime > Asa Siſter from the 
nurſes bretts conatures bed,the grave,ſhe lived 
agd dyed rop-full of hearty love and render re- 
fpe& ro rhem, rheir reares for the loſle of her , 
ſuſficiencly reftify ro the world this trurh. As 
a Wife ſhe was ſofull of reſpe&, renderneſle 
and ove;flowing love to hep Dear,(as ſhe _ 

| cr 
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her kusband)that you would have deered cheir 
whole life to have b-cn but one wedding day. 
There was no ebb to be ſeenin the tide of her 
affections, 'wwas always high, they ſeemd al- 
ways raviſht in each others love, the was to her 
Hnsband as the pleaſant hynd, che defire of his 
eyes, and rhe joy of his hearr. I may truly ſay 
of them , as David ſaid of Fonatkan and Sant , 
they were lovely and pleatant in their lives , 
and I may adde this too , in their dearhs they 
were not divided, for ar her departure, his foule 
as unwilling to ftay , now (irugled in a tyde of 


reares to launch out after her. This current 


runs till roo firorg , which cals rather for ous 
pitie than our blarr'e,and of the rv o extre2mes , 
this is the more alowable , as beſpeaking the 
Perſon, generous and noble hearted ; for none 
bur fooles , and ſordid Cowards are hard-heart- 
ed. Therefore Homer deſcribes his valiant 
men , his Heroes,to be, ardiyes moauddapuer, 
render hearted compaſſ:onate men, mien full of 
reares : bur what need excuſes here ? ſhe was 
his Wife, the one halfe of him ſelfe , the com- 
fort of his life, the crown of his glory;how ma- 
ny loſſes are comprehendced in this one ? rhe 
lofle of a £ood and gracious Wife ? none can 
rell but they that feel it. As a Governeſle of a 
family,ber prudence and piery was eminenr,ſhe 
had ſuch 2 provident and diligent inſpe&ion 
| intoevery thing, thar ſhe ſeemed to be every 


body 


C947 

= in it: and with ſnch facility and ſedate- 
e ſhe ordered all things, as if the had beer 

no body init. I know many great families , 
bur never yer did 1 ſee any that was govern'd 
with ſo little noiſe or rumult,- and fo free from 
diſorders; no oathes, no drunkennefle , no rai- 
ling or diflentions to be heard or ſeen amongſt 
any. *Tis true, the family was extraordinary 
happy in a fiock of civil, knowing, faithful, and 
_ Servants ; and "ras her goodnefle 
e them ſo. Such was her pious care of her 
family , that ſhe deſired thar all her Servants 
mighr be the Lords; and therefore twice a day 
ſhe commanded every one ( all buſineſle lay'd 
ahde ) to he preſent in her chappel ar prayers, 
and the hearing of God's word read;and once a 
week every ſervant from the chiefelt to the 
meanelt, ſhe had charechized inche principles 
of religion by her Chaplain in the open C hap- 
pel. On the Lord 's day her care was, that ſhe 
and her houſe might ſerve the Locd , therefore 
ſhe firifly commanded all rhar poſhbly could, 
to attend her to the publick ordinances, whe- 
cher ſhe conſtantly reſorred to hear the word 
of God; and if any Servant were negligenc or 
cardie,l have heard them ſharply rebuked. Af- 
rer the publick ordinances were over ſhe com- 
manded all her Maid Servants into her cham- 
ber , where ſhe'examined them all what they 
remembred af the Sermon,and would m—_— 
rac 
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the diligens hearers. After this ſhe would rC- 
pear the Sermon for the help of thei; memo- 
_—_ then She would conclude with prayer. 

hus this Princely Lady , to her eternall ho- 
nour, diſdained not (as too many great Ladies 
doe) to become the hand-maids of the Lord in 
uſing all good means to ſave others ſouls as wel 
as her own, 

As a Neighbour,ſhe was ſo fait.iliar, humble, 
courteous and compaſiionate,that you need nor 
wonder to ſee Stanton Harcourt (© full of teares 
for the lofle of her. Such was her charity to a- 
ny in diftreſle, eſpecially co thoſe that were re- 
ligeous, (and cherefor-modelt, ) chat when ſhe 
heard or ſuppoſed they were in diſtreſle , ſhe 
would ſend privately to chem, not pence, but 
pounds.Such was her privaſy 1n it,that nothing, 
bur the gratirude of the receivers , fince her 
death hath informed me of thistruth. By this 
we may gueſle at her inlarged noble heart ; we 
ſhall never hear all her good deeds of this na-- 
cure,till God call her our & reward her openly. 

Thar of her publike charicy, you that hear me 
of this pariſh can witneſle , and my eyes have 

ſeen, that there was net a day in : & ieek,buc 
ſeverall hungry bellyes were filled from her 
Kirchin;once a week there was purpoſely made 
proviſion for them, and once a year Six of the 
poor of the pariſh were new cloathed by Po 

ER , 
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ſo thar we may aply Fobes words to her, the 
bleſſing of thoſe that were ready to periſh canve up- 
#7 her.” 50w oft has the ſent and come ro your 
houſes when you have been fick to viſir, ſuc- 
cour and comfore you? what good office did ſhe 
ever neglet amongſt you? the was as eyes ro the 
bfind, feer to rhe lame, a phyſician tothe fick, 
and a morher to the poore. | may apply Se Hie- 
roms Words of Nepotian to this Lady, ita curans 
geſſie panperum quaſs ab eos genniſſer, ita ſervivit 
guaſy ab ns gemta fuiſſet ; ſhe wasſo render of 
rhe' poor as 1t ſhe had been their morher, ſo 
ſerviceable ,as if rheir dwghrer. 

Asa privare Chriftian, ſhe was (by report of 
her Chaplain and others moſt. intimare wirh 
her) one of a thouſand, her diſcourſe would be 
ſoſpinttual & heavenly,chat rhe Godly hearers 
have profeſs'd themſelves even raviſh'd with 
it. She was much in faſting and prayer, in read» 
ing,medicarion, & ſearching her heart.I mighr 
here inſere all which thac learned Oratorin his 
funeratſpeech hath ſaid of rhe Mother inlaw,ſo 
&x aly did the tread in that holy Lady's ye. 

She kepr in her Cabiner 1 Harg ; 
pov y that none,no not her husband knew 

r- fihce her denth 1 te ſeen it, and only 
ſeen it. Twas.a book; I perceived;defighned to be' 


her ſouls looking-glas,ot racher her ſouls recte-: 


atory,borh; In chis book ( 1 perceived by che: 
| fverall 


2 
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ſeverall heads in it) ſhe laid up her fpiricuall 
| Cordials, to refreſh her ſoul in time of need: 
| . Here ſhehad ſet down Gods gracious and re- 
| markable providences to her and her family, to 
excire her ſoul to thankfulnefle : Here ſhe laid 
up ſpirituall direKions how to order her hte. 
One paper being looſe 1 obtein'd it, I will give 
1t you ord for word, & by this you may gueſs 
at the reſt, 

April 14, 1664, / have this day upon ſerious 
examination of my heart, found this to be my Con- 
dition. 1. That 1 doe deſire to love God, and to 
love him for himſelf above all things. 2. That 1 
. am (if my heart deceive me not , extreamely more 
in love with the wayes of God then ever, 3. That 
Ifind my heart unfainedly ſorry for a'l my frail- 


ryes and ſins Committed, and duties omitted, and 1 


doe here in the preſence of Ged promiſe, & engage to 
ftrive againſt bY my beloved (ms, and phy 5 
more conſtantly then I have done, 1 hope through 


Gods grace, that as he has begun that good work 


in me, ſo be will accordivg to his promiſes perfeti 
it in me. Thus | have jr= 2 you ome Logos 
young Saints Cloſer workszſhe was nor perfum- 
ing her ſelf with eſſences, painting her face, or 
crying where a black patch would ſer with moſt 

vantage, and beſt inſnare the eye.of the wan» 
ton ; but ſhe was tyreing her ſoul. for: her Lord 
the Bridegroomes comming, Oh thou —_— 


i > 
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Soul ! hee whom thou halt ſerved. ſo ſecretly, 
will one day reward thee openly, 

I cannot omit one remarkeable ching, which 
ha 2 little before God called this young 
Saint to her fick bed: Treceived it ſince her 
death from a Perſon of good credit, who heard 
her tel it : She hada dream chat an Angel came 
to her, and cold her ſhe mvſt ſuddenly dye, 
wherear ſhe was affraid and rrembled , bur the 
Angel cold her, ſhe need nor fear, ſhe ſhould 

oe tohieaven to Chrift, who would wellcome 

r there, wherear ſhe was fill'd with joy. 

Now though I lay little ſirefle upon dreames, 
as knowing it to be dangerous, it being hard ro 
diſcem them from Diabolicall delufions ; the 
Papiſts ridiculouſly impoſe upon the world 
cheir Fryers dreames, ro prove their fopperics, 
and erronious opinions, as if with the Heathen, 
we were to believe. brae in is RI cvery dream 
camefrom God,wvhe cas rhe Devill many rimes 
is the Aurhour-of them : A wicked man may 
dream he ſhall goe to herven, Ceſar alittle be- 
fore his death, my dream, he ſhall goeto che 
immo:ral God, bur no wicked man , ſhall ever 
voe thither, Yer for ail this ir muſt not be de- 
nyed, but that God dorh many titmes forerelf 
to his Saints rheir deaths in dreames : Polycarp 
rhat Saint and Martyr (yon may find him in the 
book of Martyts) bad his death foretold —_— 
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4 char his betl-was onfire 
& hin ned Se Cyprias foreſaw" ina dream 


a 


kexded' wherewon he bim ; and -juft > 


ir needed, For my part 
believe rhixdreamofchis holy :Ladys, wasa 

remrzordianeyFiom:| God to ſucha preci- 
= 


* Saint, And T the rather rhink fo , be- 
felt our us ſhe haddreamed'y for ſoo 
erchis the unexpeRedly fell fick of a violent 


——_ _— nord e of thar fea. 


7er | yer before ores. 
' x cb —— re-. 


to exerciſe her Sraces- 
hence), call'd-her back Eck bed, 
ar laſt proved her death bed.In this Sick+ 
"ef -God exerciſed her with more tormenrive 
both in/her back and bowels then before; 
bh inforced moſ _ $ and. fighs 


dis nor charge-God fooliſhly, though (be 


yer ſhe did not murmur or: AO 
ncher of thoſe pangs ſhe ill lifred 
| end-epeatorhe Col of her ſalvarion; 


Je en EN cnc” 
W 


| ; it fell ours he had dreamed. We might in+ cp, 


. which was the forerunner of -deathi ar. 


=— co'the peirci hearts of thoſe: 
t her: yer-under 2 jt u7 war ar A 


i Pro-Confut ring hs ſentence to be'be= _. 
he defired him to- Nechis Pont.” 


= 


Rena thr they fer fp 
ftrengrh, "hit they qpeechledls, and the 
company gave her up for a dying , departing 
on, I came to her bed fide , and perceiving 
Fro move her head and her eyes, which was 
more then ſhe had done for fome hours before, 
I asked her Ladyſhip whether ſhe were capable 
of diſcourſe, and ſhe anſwered me, yes, bur ler 
ic be good, lerir be heavenly : So carefull was 
ſhe ro redeeme her fick bed ume; you may 
ueſſe where her treaſure was by her hearr. The 
y before her death was (to all our joy and ad- 
mirarion) the moſt ref day ſhe had had 
in all her ficknefſe. Sic Phubs jar jams caden:: 
dulcins efſe ſoler lumen : As a fair day often rears 
exhalations into a cloud, which next day returns 


in ſhowers us,ſo did this pleaſant Monday 
returne its Gr ld 0 of ſorrow and ſhowresof 


her woman by the hand, and — it, _ 
er 


w—_— 
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| her know ſhe was heartily. reconciled to her | 


{ame tare Grey) nr ſome 


aorwichſtanding 
dayes before pailed berwixe chem. Inche afce: 


noon of Avg, 23, 1664. (0d was pleaſed ra- 
arp age foes rr her panss : - 

y ully departed, and hath 
left behind, what of morcalicy 2 had derento 
lay up in the houſe of all the living. 

And now, What can alleviate our ſorrovs for 
ſogreat a lofle ? Bur, is ſhe loft ? no, the loſſe 
1s ours, ſhe's the great gainer, As L.Florus faith 
of the City Alba, twas pulled down, to be ſer 

heady war chendom __— 

1s an 

heaven to her unſpeakenble hanour 6 advance- 

meat. Lecus not thenoo deeply lay ro hearr 

this bleſſed Saipves Tranſlation ; could we buc 

Ril.our farroves a little while, 8: lend an car to 

lien whac the Saints on the arherfide the lake 

of death do ſay, it would nor be chevoicegt 

thoſe chat cry for being overcome, bur the voice 

of chaſe that fing, the oakabor that able ſhour 
ſor victory, that we ſhould hear. 

Doe we believe the perſon that's deparred 
wes a true ſervant of Gad ? I think you toe: 
ws rene a Ree, RE. 
rome does ian, Scimmms 

efſe cums Chriſto ; we verily believe ſhe is 
with —_ Why then doe you ſo immoderate- 
ly 


| 
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grieve ? i Cur doleas (ſairh —_ 
"6a cur In of eras {1 

credis rewer ſur uw efſe?So (ay 1,why 
Se aawck for her who we know is noc 
goneco be loſt, bur only with drawn for a time, 
and we believe will recurn again? did the 
Church mourne when Peter was delivered out 
of Priſon , and his ſhackles knock'd: off ? A 
Saint ar death is freed from priſon , andall his 
ferters are then knockr off, Did Mordicai-weep 


and grieve , or had he, cauſe, when the 'Em- 


perour of che world rooke his Niece from-him 
our of love he bare her , to advance her above 
all ocher weomen, and make her Queen ? This 
This is the caſe (only the former{paralel.is _ 
fhorr) rhe great Crearour of the world in 

and render love tothis young oo, 


has raken ber berimes from rhe dirry country 


co her ar Court , he has-called-ner 
early from this beggarly lo low earth, to advance 
her —_— the mighty in the heavens. 
Heathen <Menander could ſay $1 gre 
©uds = B — eng aur whom God loves 'beft he 
vekes ſeoneft. Her foul deing fledg'd&berimes, 
tooke wing for heaven , and this curious robe 
of mortaliry , which ſhe pur off ar her depar- 
cure , We now are .carrying With all: ſolemnity 
into-cthe ſuburbs of heaven after her ; for-Saunes 
graves are no otherwiſe, rhey are next 29a ro 
Caven 


1 


t6) 
heaven. Theyare the'Samts fleeping 
for a iris troy op chem up a 
The hilence of the grave is bur a kind of Pythe- 
gorean £x8uvllie, 1 celtraine only for a time, and 
chat bur a liccle cine, the time is ſhort. Dearth 
che laſt enimy, ſhall reign bur a licrle longer ; 
he muſt refign his keyes ere long. When the 
crumpet ſounds,dearh triumphs ceaſe , till chen 
che Saints bodyes in che grave are in the ſafe 
cuſtody of Chriſt, as their Souls in heaven,and 
Chriſt at his coming will, as certainly unice 
chem and cloche them with immortalicy and 
glory.Wherefore let us comfort.one anocher up- 


on this {ad occ2fon with cheſe meditations.” 
Cne living reli& of this” Lady, now with 
God, remaines ſtill with us, (her Son) and 18 
her lively picture ; for whom I pray , as Elo- 
quent St Ambros at the death of Theodofis, the 
Emperour,/only changing one Article)T x ſolus 
domine, invocandgs, tu rogandus es , ut cam infi- 
[19 repreſentes. That be. may" reſemble her in 
ſoul, as well as in countenance. God make him 
virtuous, as ſhe, inthis life, and ler rhe glory of 
his famous Anceſtors reft upon him. Thar he 
may keep up religion in the family ( which 1s 
rae crown of its glory and the true — 
it) as his Mother, his Grand Mother and ocher 
his anceſtors have done before him:thar ſo afrer 
a happy and holy life here , he may goe with 
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——_—_ 
for ever, in unſpeakable glory. 
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